Resumo

A adopcdo é um campo de investigacdo ainda pouco explorado em Portugal. Com esta
investigacdo pretende-se compreender melhor quem sdo 0s actores determinantes na
mediacdo entre candidatos e criancas: Juizes de Direito, Procuradores da Republica e
Assistentes Sociais. Pretende-se lancar um primeiro e amplo olhar sobre estes
desconhecidos, que falam das suas vidas privadas, das suas carreiras académicas e
profissionais e das suas percepcbes de familia e adopgdo. Assim, consegue
compreender-se os efeitos que as proprias familias tém sobre estes decisores, a
influéncia determinante da formacéo académica, o peso da experiéncia profissional e a
propensdo para decidir ou ndo em funcdo de ideais biologistas e tradicionais da
sociedade.

Abstract

Adoption is an investigative field still unexplored in Portugal. With this investigation
we aim to better understand the main actors in mediating candidates and children:
Judges, Public Defendants and Social Workers. We want to launch a first and
comprehensive look over these unknown people, who talked to us about their private
lives, their careers, both academic and professional, and their perceptions of family and
adoption. In doing so, we can understand the effects that their own families have over
the decision making process, the crucial influence of their formal education, the weight
of professional experience and the propensity to decide or not according to biologist and
traditional ideas of the society we live in.
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